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INTRODUCTION OF THE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. ADMISSION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 3, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Washington, D.C. Admission 
Act with 156 original cosponsors, a record 
number. This is the most important bill I intro-
duce each Congress. District of Columbia resi-
dents have always been citizens of the United 
States, ranking number one in federal taxes 
per capita that support the federal govern-
ment, but are the only federal income tax-
paying Americans who do not have full and 
equal citizenship rights. The denial of local 
control of local matters and of equal represen-
tation in the Congress can be remedied only 
by statehood. 

Therefore, I am introducing the Washington, 
D.C. Admission Act to create a state from es-
sentially the eight home-town wards of the 
District. This 51st state, of course, would have 
no jurisdiction over the federal enclave that 
now consists of the Washington that Members 
of Congress and visitors associate with the 
capital of our country. The U.S. Capitol Com-
plex, the principal federal monuments, federal 
buildings and grounds, the National Mall, the 
White House, and other federal property here 
would remain under federal jurisdiction. Our 
bill provides that the State of Washington, 
D.C. would be equal to the other 50 states in 
all respects, as is always required, and that 
the residents of Washington, D.C. would have 
all the rights of citizenship, including two sen-
ators and, initially, one House member. The 
District recognizes that it can enter the Union 
only on an equal basis, and is prepared to do 
so. 

A substantially similar version of the Wash-
ington, D.C. Admission Act was the first bill I 
introduced after I was first sworn in as a Mem-
ber of Congress in the 102nd Congress in 
1991. Our first try for statehood received sig-
nificant support in the House. In 1993, we got 
the first and only vote on statehood for the 
District, with nearly 60 percent of Democrats 
and one Republican voting for the bill. The 
Senate held a hearing on various approaches 
to representation, but the committee of juris-
diction did not proceed further. In the 113th 
Congress, our statehood bill got unprece-
dented momentum with the Senate’s first-ever 
hearing on statehood, which was the first con-
gressional hearing held on statehood in more 
than 20 years, since the House held its hear-
ing on statehood in 1993, and obtained a 
record number of cosponsors in the House 
and Senate, including then-Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, as well as the other top 
three Democratic leaders in the Senate. In ad-
dition, then-President Obama endorsed D.C. 
statehood in a public forum before the state-
hood hearing was held. In the 115th Con-
gress, not only was there a record number of 
original cosponsors in the House (116) and 
Senate (18), but also a record number of co-
sponsors in the House (181) and Senate (30). 

Statehood is the only solution for full and 
equal citizenship rights for residents of the 
District. To be content with less than state-
hood is to concede the equality of citizenship 
that is the birthright of our residents as citi-
zens of the United States. That is a conces-

sion no American citizen has ever made, and 
one that D.C. residents will not make as they 
approach the 218th year in their fight for equal 
treatment in their country. This bill reaffirms 
our determination to obtain each and every 
right enjoyed by citizens of the United States, 
by becoming the 51st State in the Union. 

Since the founding of the nation, District 
residents have always carried all the obliga-
tions of citizenship, including serving in all of 
the nation’s wars and payment of federal 
taxes, all without voting representation on the 
floor in either house of Congress or freedom 
from congressional interference in purely local 
matters. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 
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IN MEMORY OF MRS. JOHNNIE LEE 
BROWN COLLIER 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 3, 2019 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a dedicated woman of 
God, great wife, steadfast mother, and friend 
of longstanding, Mrs. Johnnie Lee Brown Col-
lier. Sadly, Mrs. Collier passed away on De-
cember 27, 2018. Her funeral service will be 
held on Thursday, January 3, 2019 at 11 am 
at the Fourth Street Missionary Baptist Church 
in Columbus, Georgia. 

Mrs. Johnnie Lee Brown Collier was born on 
October 22, 1926, in Columbus, Georgia to 
the union of Cleola Daniel Brown and Daniel 
Brown, Sr. She gave her life to Christ and was 
baptized at an early age at Rosehill Memorial 
Baptist Church. From that time on, God con-
tinued to be the center of her life until her 
passing. She served as the Sunday School 
Superintendent and Church Clerk at Rosehill 
before moving her membership to the Fourth 
Street Missionary Baptist Church in 1957. Her 
first pastor at Fourth Street was the late Rev-
erend Henry Harris. Mrs. Collier paved the 
way for others as she was the first Church 
Secretary at Fourth Street. She was a natural 
and gifted leader as she served in a variety of 
leadership positions at Fourth Street to include 
the Deacon’s Wives (she served as Chair-
person for two terms), Pi Com Community 
Leader in Zebulon Community, Women’s Day 
Speaker, 1961, Chairperson of Program and 
Pastoral Relations Committee, and was the 
Roast and Toast Honoree in 1996. 

Mrs. Collier was the epitome of a great wife 
and mother. She married the late Deacon 
Samuel Lee Collier on April 26, 1950. God 
blessed this union for 34 years until Deacon 
Collier’s untimely death on May 27, 1984. Six 
children were born to this union to include two 
sets of twins out: Bernice Collier Collins, Ber-
nard Collier (deceased), Agnes Collier Averett, 
Samuel Lee Collier, Jr., Michelle Collier 
McLain, and Michael Collier. Fred Rogers 
once said that, ‘‘It’s not so much what you 
have in life that matters, It’s what we do with 
what we have.’’ Mrs. Collier did a lot for others 
with what she had. In addition to her own chil-
dren, she served as a mother figure to her sib-
lings and countless others she found in need 
of guidance and a helping hand. 

Former Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm 
once said that, ‘‘Service is the rent that we 

pay for the space that we occupy here on this 
earth.’’ Mrs. Collier paid her rent and she paid 
it well. She served in a variety of community 
organizations to include: Electric City Chapter 
482 of the Order of the Eastern Stars (Worthy 
Matron), Spencer High Alumni (Class of 
1943), and she was a Muscogee County 
Board of Elections Voting Precinct Manager 
and she traveled to various state conventions 
to further her knowledge of the voting process. 
She was also an entrepreneur and a photog-
rapher. Her professional career took her to the 
Medical Center, the Area Mental Health Clinic, 
and the Enrichment Services Program. Her 
benevolence extended throughout the commu-
nity and she often used her influence and net-
working to help others to find gainful employ-
ment. 

Madam Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, 
along with the more than 730,000 constituents 
of the Second Congressional District of Geor-
gia, salute and honor the life of Mrs. Johnnie 
Lee Brown Collier. I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join us in extend-
ing our deepest condolences to Mrs. Collier’s 
family during this time of bereavement. We 
pray that they will be consoled and comforted 
by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the 
days, weeks and months ahead. 
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INTRODUCTION OF JOHN TANNER 
FAIRNESS AND INDEPENDENCE 
IN REDISTRICTING ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 3, 2019 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the John Tanner Fairness and Inde-
pendence in Redistricting Act, a bill I intro-
duced today. 

In most states, districts are drawn by the 
state legislature, and as a result, whichever 
party controls the state legislature ends up 
drawing Congressional districts specifically de-
signed to maximize the number of Congres-
sional seats that party can win. 

In other words, the elected officials choose 
the voters, instead of the voters choosing the 
elected officials. 

If enacted, the John Tanner Fairness and 
Independence in Redistricting Act would fix 
this by requiring states to use bipartisan redis-
tricting commissions to draw maps. No single 
party would get to control the process. 

Historically, both parties have engaged in 
gerrymandering to some extent or another. 
But that does not make it right. 

In a representative democracy, the people 
need be able to freely and fairly choose their 
elected representatives. 

Unfortunately, that is not always happening. 
This is not what the Founders envisioned. 

They designed the House of Representatives 
to be the Congressional chamber that most 
accurately reflects the views of the people. 

The failure of the House to more accurately 
reflect the will of the electorate is a formula for 
the electorate to lose faith in the institution. It 
makes people cynical and discourages them 
from participating. 

We can do better. 
A democracy is supposed to be marketplace 

of ideas. The playing field is supposed to be 
fair and competitive, not gerrymandered and 
monopolized. 
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